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Overview



Participants

434 participants from 34 countries.

Japan: 297, France: 15, Germany: 13, Vietnam: 12, Italy: 10



Key Messages

The COVID-19 crisis allowed for new experiments to be undertaken to 
internationalize education in the classroom to their fullest potential.

We are entering a new era of higher education when global academic 
partnerships are going to mutate and networks will become key platforms to 
pool and share resources and multiply the opportunities offered to students, 
faculty and staff, alumni, and societies.

Universities are global actors who impact and contribute to global society.
Remember: the Erasmus program is the most popular policy even in an era of 
mistrust, and the same applies at the international level.



The COVID-19 pandemic has brought 
unprecedented challenges that have 
impacted international education 
significantly, especially in this era of 
globalization.

The pandemic has accelerated the 
adoption of digital technology in 
higher education.

We (at the APRU) have worked 
together to create opportunities for 
international exchange for students.

This is not a short-term fix to 
current problems — it is a 
permanent tool for 
internationalization.

Key Messages



Key Messages

The pandemic has ushered in an era of 
disruption: uncertain, unexpected, and 
unthinkable. It is a time of a great re-
set to think about how to design our 
dreams and a desirable future through 
digital transformation.

The leaders of tomorrow will act and 
create beyond borders.

KMD’s New Normal is “Online First; 
Hybrid touchpoint options; and re-
design physical space.” 

In a nutshell: how to design “white 
space.”

Innovating Global Learning 

to the New Normal

Masa Inakage |  Dean and Professor



Discussion

from Audience

- How could a hosting (partner) 
university reap benefits if students are 
availing themselves of courses with no 
tuition costs while they are enrolled at
their home institution?

from Speakers

Student exchange programs need to be 
reciprocal despite differences in tuition 
fees; online or offline. The equation can be 
balanced if intellectual values/ 
experiences are equally exchanged.  

The “Double-Campus” system through 
hybrid teaching guarantees equity for 
students’ experiences in a classroom, 
both on campus and off campus, whether at 
home or abroad.

Virtual Student Exchange will 
continue to grow into more 
elaborate, more diverse 
programs in a greater 
spectrum.

from MEXT

I am optimistic about the future of universities because universities are by nature a 
hub to generate innovation and create new values.

The pandemic is an unprecedented challenge, but it has also brought us some 
opportunities towards the new direction of higher education. Will there be a bright future ?

- How do you approach the practical 
challenge of offering online study 
abroad programs while teaching in a 
hybrid way to students on campus?

- Are you planning to 
continue to offer the Virtual 
Student Exchange once 
physical mobility is possible 
again?



While online programs are no substitute for the actual 
experience of living in a different culture and studying at an 
overseas university, the various initiatives of the three 
universities show that the COVID-19 crisis is also an 
opportunity for positive outcomes. 

Through online study abroad programs, joint research 
conducted at separate locations, and the development of new 
technologies and methodologies, “universities are in a 
position to create new values and realize possibilities that 
no one could previously have imagined.”

Summary



Q. Overall, how did you find the symposium? 
Please rate from 1 (Excellent) to 4 (Poor).

84% reported “Excellent” or “Very Good.”

(n=151)

“All the speakers delivered great and insightful presentations.
Really learned a lot.”

“The speakers were really high quality and provided great 
insight into how we might move past the current crisis.”

“The presentations given by each speaker were persuasive and 
encouraging; however, I do wish all the participants could 
have shared some common platform or tentative goal 
beforehand, so that we might focus on the whole procedure.”

Post-Event Survey


